Claremont PTA meeting

Tuesday 12 January 2010

Minutes

	Attendees:
	
	Apologies:

	Elise Tiplady
	
	Tara Carlile-Swift


	Jodi Carter- Davies
	
	Frankie Beldham

	Simon Carlile-Swift
	
	

	Fiona Nave
	
	

	Tracy Coulson
	
	

	Caroline Schlich
	
	

	Perlin Dobson
	
	

	Nouf Al-Shareef
	
	


Thanks to all who attended, it was great to see some new faces and thanks to the school for organising a crèche.

Applied Apparel Pilot Scheme for iron on Uniform badges

Fiona mentioned that although she followed the instructions, the badges when she had used them curled and came off in the wash.

Elise to pass feedback to Greg Nicholls and explain that the PTA would be interested in the black uniform badges if they could be made bigger and more in keeping with the current logo design, Would this make them more expensive?

Agreement of November’s minutes

Minutes agreed

Matters arising

Fundraising cause – Playground markings 
The Rotary Club has offered to come and over paint the current playground markings and maybe add a couple of other simple designs in the yards. The PTA would just have to cover the cost of the paint. Carol is following up and we are looking to get the work done after the bad weather has passed and it is drier. Carol to take advice with regards what paint to buy – Jodi happy to get quotes. Committee agreed that getting the markings done as soon as possible would help illustrate the work of the PTA. Jodi has also approached Raleigh to see if we could get a discount on buying some tricycles for the nursery.

Fiona mentioned whether it would be possible to repaint designs that were already on the walls of the playground – Elise to check. Nouf asked if it was possible to have a turfed area, it is a possibility but there is the issue of animals using the turf to foul on and the tarmac would have to be removed to lay it. Those in attendance discussed the possibility of coming in one weekend to help do some work in the play grounds whether painting, clearing drains or putting up hanging baskets.

Elise is going to look into the cause of the constant puddle in the lower school playground. The issue of vandalism was discussed and it was suggested that it was promoted to parents and local residents that if people are seen in the schoolyards or climbing on school property out of school hours then they should contact the police. 

Jodi will put a request in the PTA newsletter and pull together a newsletter specifically for local residents.

To summarise Elise is looking at ways to improve the yards that adhere to the restrictions applied, due to the age of the building and its listed status. The PTA is happy to volunteer time to help make improvements.

Elise to chase up with Emma Davies and School Council with regards playground marking designs

Carol to liase with the Rotary Club

Supermarket vouchers:
Elise to ask Yvette to put up any posters that the school office may have for any of the supermarket school voucher schemes, including fones4schools, Morrisons, Tesco and Sainsbury’s vouchers. Look to put collection boxes in reception. Keep promoting all schemes through the school and PTA newsletter.

Co-ordination of Bag2School
We raised £144, waiting for cheque. Next Bag2School collection is Friday 30 April.

Jodi to chase up cheque

New and used School uniform

Elise is looking at getting some racking to display new and used uniform so that it can be sold through the school office. The racking is on its way so should be up by half term. The PTA is happy to run a uniform stall at school events, where appropriate.

School website

The PTA would like to get the PTA pages on the school website updated with more detailed information. Elise to talk to Richard. Jodi to forward information to Richard. It would be good to include a schedule of events and schemes that the PTA are signed up to like fones4schools and the giving machine. Perhaps we could include photos from the International Evening and Christmas Disco.

The giving machine

The PTA has registered to join the giving machine, an online portal which helps raise money for charities and schools. It costs the user nothing; they earn money for the school by clicking through to their favourite online stores through the giving machine portal. A percentage of the total they spend is then donated to the school. www.thegivingmachine.co.uk All to help promote through newsletter, website, e-mail etc. So far we have eight givers signed up and have raised £13.58. Please can all committee members sign up if they have access and promote the scheme to their friends and families?

Ladies Evening
The committee discussed organising a Ladies evening with teacher Shuguftah Kahn. It was agreed that we should use the event to help promote the PTA and try and get more volunteers involved. It was suggested that we got Ann Sturgess from the NCPTA to come and talk about the importance of PTA’s. Elise suggested getting Janet Rose who is one of the school’s parent support workers involved and to ask her along to our next meeting.

Officers Reports

Treasurer –Carol provided a breakdown of the PTA finances. We currently have £434 in the account and are awaiting a cheque from Bag2School for £144 which when it arrives will give us a grand total of £578!

Secretary – Our NCPTA membership is due for renewal. Committee agreed to renew – Jodi to sort.

Christmas play – A couple of parent’s fedback that the pick up arrangements after the school play on the Wednesday were chaotic. A letter did go out to parents prior to the event with permission slips so that parents could request to take their child home from the venue. The feedback was noted.

Christmas School Disco Feedback.
The disco was a success there were no complaints and through donations from Tesco, Wilkinsons and the Co-op, ticket sales, a raffle and selling food we managed to cover the cost of the disco with no extra cost to the PTA. Thanks to all those who volunteered on the night. Tickets sold mainly through reception, which was great and Tara sold a number at the Christmas Play.

Agree 2010 PTA Calendar of events.

The committee agreed and discussed to hold the following events:

· Friday 12 March, 6-8pm – Ladies Evening

· Saturday 8 May, 1-4pm – May Day / Spring Fete

· July (DTBC) – 6-8pm  - Film night and picnic at the school

· Friday 1st October – 6-8pm – International Evening

· Friday 17 December 5-7pm – Christmas Disco

Planning meeting for the Ladies night to be held on Wednesday 10 February. Elise and Jodi to ask Shuguftah to attend.

May Day / Spring fete to be held in the playgrounds, potential for car boot sale in one yard. PTA could look at buying a May pole and teaching the children May pole dancing, we could get some local morris dancers to perform. Idea to celebrate renewal. Lots of fresh food, flowers etc. The event will require lots of volunteers – please get in touch if you can help, have any ideas or want to donate raffle / tombola / competition prizes etc. Could put a press release out to local media to see if anyone has a maypole we could borrow. If anyone has any folk contacts get in touch it would be great to have some folk dancing and music along with lots of traditional fete games.

Film evening – to be held in the summer term. Elise to speak to Steve Little, the Education officer at Broadway Cinema to see if they can help. Jodi thinks they have a portable screen, which we could borrow. Tracy suggested families bringing their own picnics and we could have an outdoor screening of a U film. Elise says the school is working closely with the Broadway at present and it may be an opportunity for some of the students to show their own work. 

AOB:

The committee has 6 free passes for the ice stadium, which were donated by Emma Davies. Jodi suggested we put a questionnaire on the back of the next PTA newsletter and use the tickets as an incentive to fill the questionnaire in. The aim of the Questionnaire is to identify best time for meetings and gather contacts and more volunteers.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 10 February – Committee and planning meeting.

